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before long they would probably be replaced by others
with similar claims, they naturally tried to feather
their nests as much as possible. Others again offered
to the Minister nazars by way of bribes, for the privilege
of farming out one or more districts, and such persons
always remained at head-quarters, and sent out their
deputies to do their dirty work. Indeed, it not in-
frequently happened that the same district was farmed
out to more than one person, from each of whom a nazar
had been received, so that it became a proverb in Hyder-
abad that when a deputy went out to join a new district
he rode with his face to the horse's tail in order to see
whether his successor was following him. (See First Ad-
ministration Report of the Nizam's Dominions for the
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Year* 1884-5, Historical Review, Chapter XII).    One of
the results'of Metcalfe's tour was to convince him of the
dangerous nature of the influence of William Palmer & Co.,
and  of  the   drain   their   demands   upon   the   Govern-
ment  caused  to  the  country.   The  consequence was
that he made an official recommendation to the Govern-
ment of India that steps should be taken to raise, at
a. more reasonable rate of interest, a loan sufficient to
pay off the whole of the State's liabilities to the firm.
In his proposals the Resident was even liberal in his
wish to compensate the firm for the losses they would
incur in having to  bring their financial  transactions
to a close ;  and, in addition to the eight lakhs of rupees
bonus which they had been promised under the loan just
concluded, he recommended that a further sum of six
lakhs' should be given in the shape of compensation.
But, liberal though his proposal was, it by no means
corresponded with the wishes of the firm.   Before sending
off his despatch, Metcalfe showed a copy of it to the
partners, and they at once forwarded a vigorous protest